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RATTLESNAKE AND SALMON
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captikwt is our oral history that speaks of a time when there were no
humans, only animal people. They roamed the land and were very
dangerous. In this captikwt rattlesnake and salmon, it explains how
rattlesnakes, wolves and salmon were transformed into what they are
today.

gsapi? ntytyix i? snili?tns tqiitkms sxwnitkw. ntytyix sixWa?sp’.)us t sxwtyaqwt.

Long ago Salmon’s home was high atop the Kettle Falls cliff. Salmon was a
brave warrior.

i? swynumtx tktmilxw cmut | qlspllx tmxwula?xw. yGat i? sqltmle Xxminks ixi i?
qlspllx

In the Kalispel territory lived a beautiful woman. All the men wanted to
marry this Kalispel woman.

ntytylx nstils ° |ksmr|mm ixi i? tkimiixw”. ixi ut xwuy ki qispilx tmxwula?xw ut ili?
skWIspIstW|XWm ut way Axwup

Salmon thought “I'm going to marry that woman”. He went to the Kalispel
territory and started a war. He won.

iXi? cxwuysts i? stakmix ki sxwnitkw. i? stakmix Xminks ntytyix ati? swynumtx,
ti kwil i? skwAusts.

He then brought the woman back to Kettle Falls. The Kalispel woman loved
Salmon with his handsome red face.

yGati? sqitmixW xminksalx kspuistselx ntytyix ati? xminksalx kskwi?salx i?
naxwnxws ntytyix. naxmt lut ta cmistisalx axkinmalx mi kicsalx i? snili?tns ka
nwist i? sxwnitkw.

All the men wanted to kill Salmon so they could take his beautiful wife. But
they didn’'t know how to get to his home high atop Kettle Falls.



kikat | ntytyix i? snili?tns cmut xa?x?ula?xw, i? 7’\)“(7’\)"(ap. xa?X?ula?xw kims
ntytyix, Xminks kspulsts ntytyix. o wiskwulm i? ¢qilns ili tCapntis ntytyix |
csya?qns.

Living close to Salmon’s home was Rattlesnake. He was an old man who
hated Salmon and wanted to kill him. When he finished making his arrows,
he shot Salmon in the head.

ntytyix ya...xwt ti cnlgwus. | satitkw ki sukwt i? sqiitks. i? naxwnxws cqwaqw ut
cqwaqw. ka?dis i? néicn cyayaxa?stsalx i? tkimilxw ut ukwsalx ntytyix i?
naxwnxws kl i? snili?tnsalx ut kvanxnsalx.

Salmon tumbled from the cliff into the river and his body floated. His
beautiful wife cried and cried. Three wolves were watching Salmon’s wife.
They kidnapped her and took her to their home and made her their slave.
lkwut i? snCaxwts ntytyix ut 7’\Iap i gpna?xwenita?kw. gvmiwt ili? ctakw ut
cspula?xv. ti kmax sc¢im.

Salmon floated far down stream and landed on a sandbar. He laid there for
a long, long time until he became nothing but bones.

kwikwxana? texwuy ut kakici?s ntytyix i? scmcims. tali? nyXWpiis kwikwxana?
ati? ntytyix i? yilmixwms.

Mouse found Salmon’s bones and was very sad, because Salmon was his
Chief.

kwikwxana? kka?li?sts i snpuixtn ut nagws t ntytyix sqwuct. kwikwxana?
mcitis ntytyix i? sCmcims t ntytyix sqvuct xwa?sxIxCalt.

Mouse snuck into the camp and stole some salmon oil. He rubbed and
rubbed the salmon oil onto Salmon’s bones for many days.

{o Cayxaxa? afxwial ntytyix... to kwckwetwilx ntytyix ili? atplak ki sxwnitkw.

{o atkicx ki i? snili?tns i? naxwnxws ti kaw.

After much time Salmon came back to life... When Salmon got stronger, he

went back to Kettle Falls. When he reached his home, his beautiful wife
wasn’t there.

ntytyix xwuy ki xa?x?ula?x» i? snili?tns. o kicx, kinixims xa?x?ula?xw
cnkwnim... “way tCapntin ntytyix... way tCapntin ntytyix”.



Salmon went to Rattlesnake’s home, and from outside he could hear
Rattlesnake singing... “| shot Salmon... | shot salmon”

ntytyix nPutxw | xa?x?ula?xw i? snilidtns. xa?x?ula?xw yipwiks ntytyix ut
ki?ises i? scnkwnims... “kn nyxwpils way Alal inyilmixwm”.

Salmon entered Rattlesnake’s home. Rattlesnake saw Salmon from the
corner of his eye and changed his song. “I'm so sad that my Chief is dead”.

ntytyix kwis i? acwar ut kéikses Xa?x?ula?xw i? snili?tns. ntytyix xwitpnumt..
naxm¢ Xa?x?ula?xw kéikkna? u¢ Alal.

Salmon grabbed a burning branch and set Rattlesnake’s home on fire.
Salmon jumped out the door, but Rattlesnake was trapped, and he burned
and died.

tl xa?x?ula?xw i? skwAustns acqa? i? RWRWyuma? xa?x?ula?xw. ntytyix cus i?
kwkwyuma? xa?x?ula?xw “tl Capna? akskxwkxwap ut lut akslixva?twilx”.

From Rattlesnake’s eye out came a smaller rattlesnake. Salmon told the
smaller Rattlesnake “From now on you will remain this size and slither on
the ground”

ntytyix xwuy Aa?A?usms i? naxwnxws ut kakici?s | i? ka?dis i? néicn i?
snili?tns.

Salmon went and looked for his beautiful wife and found her in the three
wolves’ home.

ntytyix Axwntis asilmix ut i? nags cus “xwuy ki a? céi¢al ut lut aksplak”

Salmon killed two of the wolves and to the last wolf he said, “Go into the
woods and don’t come back.”

i? ntytyix xwuysts i? naxwnxws ki i? sa?titkw.

Salmon took his wife and went into the water.

apna? i? xa?x?ula?xw CI’(XWI’(XWap ut lut ta csixwa?twilx. i? néicn lut ta cxwuyy
tl a? ccléal.

and to this day Rattlesnakes slither on the ground and don’t get very big
and Wolves stay in the forest.

ut i? ntytyix ckwilx [ i? siwtkw ut kiéqiln | i? cesya?qgns.



Salmon swim in the water and still have an arrowhead in their heads.
ixi? tl i? scnixitet t smi?may.

It's the story we heard.
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